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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Applicants' response to Office action was received on December 13, 2007. 

3. In response to applicants' cancellation of claims 1-16, all of the prior art rejections from 
the previous Office action are hereby withdrawn. However, note the new claim objections and 
claim rejections below in this Office action. 

4. In light of the withdrawal of the prior art rejections, applicants' arguments are believed to 
be no longer applicable. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 17-18, 20-21, 23-24, 27-28, and 31 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

a. In the fifteenth line of claim 17, please replace the phrase "purchase willing" with ~ 
purchase-willing—. 

b. In the eighteenth line of claim 17, please replace the phrase "purchase willing" with - 
purchase-willing--. 

c. In the fourth line of claim 18, please replace the word "price" with -prices-. 

d. In the fifteenth line of claim 20, please replace the phrase "purchase willing" with - 
purchase -wi 1 1 ing— . 

e. In the eighteenth line of claim 20, please replace the phrase "purchase willing" with - 
purchase-willing-. 
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f. In the fourth line of claim 21, please replace the word "price" with -prices-. 

g. In the first line of claim 23, please replace the word "collects" with -collect-. 

h. In the fifteenth line of claim 23, please replace the word "purchase willing" with - 
purchase-willing-. 

i. In the eighteenth line of claim 23, please replace the word "purchase willing" with - 
purchase-willing-. 

j. In the fourth line of claim 24, please replace the first occurrence of the word "price" 
with —prices—. 

k. In the third line of claim 27, please remove the word "price." 
1. In the second line of claim 28, please replace the second occurrence of the word "of 
with -from—. 

m. In the second-from-last line of claim 31, please replace the second occurrence of the 
word "answer" with —answerer—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 17-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 



4 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/070,265 

Art Unit: 3628 

As per Claim 17 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that an appropriate profit will not be 
generated..." 

As per Claim 17 , p. 2, third-from-last line on the page, it is unclear what is being referred 
to by the word "it." This renders the claim to be indefinite. 

As per Claim 17 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that the appropriate profit will be generated 
as a result of the modified desired purchasing prices." 

As per Claim 18 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that the appropriate profit will be generated 
as a result of the modified desired purchasing prices." 
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As per Claim 19 , claim 1 9 is dependent on indefinite claims and does not cure the 
indefiniteness of those claims. Therefore, claim 19 is also indefinite. 

As per Claim 20 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that an appropriate profit will not be 
generated..." 

As per Claim 20 , p. 4, sixth line on the page, it is unclear what is being referred to by the 
word "it." This renders the claim to be indefinite. 

As per Claim 20 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that the appropriate profit will be generated 
as a result of the modified desired purchasing prices." 



As per Claim 21 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
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referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that the appropriate profit will be generated 
as a result of the modified desired purchasing prices." 

As per Claim 22 , claim 22 is dependent on indefinite claims and does not cure the 
indefiniteness of those claims. Therefore, claim 22 is also indefinite. 

As per Claim 23, the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that an appropriate profit will not be 
generated..." 

As per Claim 23 , p. 5, fifteenth line on the page, it is unclear what is being referred to by 
the word "it." This renders the claim to be indefinite. 

As per Claim 23 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that the appropriate profit will be generated 
as a result of the modified desired purchasing prices." 
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As per Claim 24 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when the comparison indicates that the appropriate profit will be generated 
as a result of the modified desired purchasing prices." 

As per Claim 25 , claim 25 is dependent on an indefinite claim and does not cure the 
indefiniteness of that claim. Therefore, claim 25 is also indefinite. 

As per Claim 26 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when said sales value is less than said threshold." 

As per Claims 27-28 , these claims are dependent on an indefinite claim and do not cure 
the indefiniteness of that claim. Therefore, these claims are also indefinite. 

As per Claim 29 , the claim contains an action that is to be performed if a particular 
condition is present. However, the claim does not also state what action occurs if that particular 
condition is not present. This renders the claim to be indefinite. The conditional statement being 
referred to here is: "when said modified sales value is equal to or greater than said threshold." 
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As per Claims 30-31 , these claims are dependent on indefinite claims and do not cure the 
indefmiteness of those claims. Therefore, these claims are also indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

9. Claims 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claim is directed to a computer program, without the 
computer-readable medium needed to realize the computer program's functionality. Therefore, 
the claim is directed to nonstatutory functional descriptive material. See MPEP 2106.01(1). 

In order to overcome this rejection and clarify the subject matter of the claims, Examiner 
suggests the following changes: 

a. Insert the word -computer-readable- immediately before the word "recording" in the 
first line of claim 23. 

b. A computer program is a sequential listing of instructions that correspond to actions, 
not structures. Therefore, Examiner recommends that claim 23 be phrased in terms of a 
computer program which performs a series of steps, as opposed to a computer program which 
controls a server having the following various parts. 

c. In the first line of claim 24, please replace the word "recorded" with -computer- 
readable recording—. 



Application/Control Number: Page 9 

10/070,265 

Art Unit: 3628 

d. In the first and second lines of claim 25, please replace the phrase "The system for 
collecting commodity specifications and related customer information" with -The computer- 
readable recording medium recorded with a program-. 

Conclusion 

10. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular portions of the references as applied to 
. the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that 
the applicant, in preparing the responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by 
the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan Erb whose telephone number is (571) 272-7606. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays through Fridays, 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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